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This Budget balances our policy priorities carefully to achieve, social justice, equity and a better life for
all. It responds and acknowledges the challenges we are faced with in the coming year – to further
confront the issue of poverty, affordable housing, access to health care, investing in learning and skill

development, investing in infrastructure and thus contributing in job creation while preserving the social
programmes that our people have come to rely on.

The budget sets out our three-year plan and details how we intend to prioritise expenditure. This Budget
Statement, therefore, outlines our spending plans in some detail in both narrative, financial and non-financial
terms. A significant departure from 2002 Budget Statement is that the 2003 Budget Statement contains
important information such as the service delivery measures per programme, detailed infrastructure data,
lists on transfers to municipalities and public entities. Apart from the 2003 Budget being tabled in the
Provincial Legislature, each department will also table its Strategic Plan.

This budget sees increased allocations to all votes, but specifically targets infrastructure to stimulate our
economic activities, social services, such as education, health and social development, economic services as well
as HIV/Aids related programmes and poverty relief progammes.

These matters are elaborated on in this document which is aimed at enhancing understanding and stimulating
debate on the Provincial Budget.

People expect accountability and transparency from their government, they want respect, they want to know
what they are paying for and to get what they are paying for. They want results and thus get value for their
money. Based on these expectations we remain committed to the building of an effective and efficient
administration for accountable and transparent government.
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